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DETAILED ACTION 



Claims 1- 30, 35-41 have been examined. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 



The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all obviousness 
rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1-17, and 28 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Katz 
(US Patent No 6,055,513) in view of Alloul et al. (US Patent 6,032,130). 

As per claim 1, 

Katz 0513) discloses a multimedia transaction processor for facilitating the sale of 
multimedia material, said apparatus comprising 

a transaction controller operable, in response to selection data representative of a 
selection of at least one of said possible multimedia content items from said buyer, to 
communicate to said vendor identified by said stored identification, data ordering said selected 
multimedia content items, and to complete a sales transaction for the selected multimedia 
material with the buyer. (Figure 6) 

Katz ('513) does not explicitly disclose "a media server operable to store multimedia 
material from at least one vendor, meta data representing the content of the multimedia material 
and data identifying the vendor providing the multimedia material, said meta data and said 
identifying data being stored in association with said multimedia material, a communications 
processor connectable, via a communications link, to one or more data processing systems and 
operable to receive, via said communications link, from one of said data processing systems, data 
indicative of a request for multimedia content from a buyer, an access processor operable to 
retrieve from said server possible multimedia material content items corresponding to said 
requested multimedia content by generating meta data from said data requesting said multimedia 
content and comparing said generated meta data with the meta data stored in association with 
said multimedia material, and from the comparison retrieving said possible multimedia content 
items from said server, and to communicate to the buyer data processing system data 
representative of said possible multimedia content items" Alloul et al. (' 130) discloses a media 
server operable to store multimedia material from at least one vendor, 5 meta data 
representing the content of the multimedia material and data identifying the vendor providing the 
multimedia material, said meta data and said identifying data being stored in association with 
said multimedia material,(Column 2, lines 47-60) a communications processor connectable, via a 
communications link, to one or more data processing systems and operable to receive, via said 
communications link, from one of said data processing systems, data indicative of a request for 
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multimedia content from a buyer,(Figure 2) an access processor operable to retrieve from said 
server possible multimedia material content items corresponding to said requested multimedia 
content by generating meta data from said data requesting said multimedia content and 
comparing said generated meta data with the meta data stored in association with said 
multimedia material, and from the comparison retrieving said possible multimedia content items 
from said server, and to communicate to the buyer data processing system data representative of 
said possible multimedia content items, (Column 5 lines 27-45; figure 3). It would be obvious to 
one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to combine the Katz 
('513) method with the Alloul et al. ('130) method in order to allow the merchant to realize a 
profit from marketing multimedia materials. 

As per claim 2, 

Katz ( c 513) discloses a multimedia transaction processor as claimed in Claim 1, 
Katz ('513) does not explicitly disclose meta data comprises a plurality of different types, 
each different type of said meta data describing a different aspect of said multimedia content. 
Alloul et al. ('130) discloses meta data comprises a plurality of different types, each different 
type of said meta data describing a different aspect of said multimedia content (Column 2, lines 
47-60). It would be obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was 
made to combine the Katz ('513) method with the Alloul et al. ('130) method in order to market 
media to a larger consumer base. 

As per claim 3, 

Katz ('513) discloses a multimedia transaction processor as claimed in Claim 1 
Official Notice is taken that "the multimedia material stored in said media server is 
arranged to include impairments" is common and well known in prior art in reference to digital 
media. It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to include impairments to the media to prevent unauthorized usage of the 
media, the Examiner notes that any system utilizing encryption meets the limitation of this claim. 

As per claim 4, 

Katz 0513) discloses a multimedia transaction processor as claimed in Claim 3 
Official Notice is taken that "impairments are produced by generating a reduced quality 
representation of the material, to the effect that an amount of data required to represent the 
multimedia material is substantially reduced" is common and well known in prior art in reference 
to digital media. It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to include impairments to the media that are of reduces quality in order 
to conserve bandwidth needed for transmission of the data, the Examiner notes that is commonly 
know as a thumbnail view, and is common to most systems that utilize JPEG or GIF graphical 
formats. 

As per claim 5 

Katz ('513) discloses a multimedia transaction processor as claimed in Claim 1, 
wherein said selection data includes an indication of a selected part of said selected 
multimedia item, said communications processor being operable in combination with said 
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transaction controller to complete said sales transaction by debiting an amount of money 
corresponding to said selected part of said media item, with respect to the total cost of said 
selected media item. (Figure 3) 

As per claim 6 

Katz ('513) discloses a multimedia transaction processor as claimed in Claim 1, 
wherein said server is arranged to store business rules data representative of the 
conditions for the sale of said selected multimedia material items, said access processor 
communicating said conditions of sale data to said buyer in response to one of said selection data 
and said requesting data.(Figure 7) 

As per claim 7 

Katz ('513) discloses a multimedia transaction processor as claimed in Claim 1, 
wherein said access processor is operable in response to said selection data to generate 

and to store data representing the number of times buyers-select said multimedia material 

items. (Column 23, lines 51-61) 

As per claim 8 

Katz ('513) discloses a multimedia transaction processor as claimed in Claim 7, 
wherein said access processor is operable to determine the number of times multimedia 
content items owned by a particular vendor are selected by said buyers, and said communications 
processor is operable in combination with said access processor to communicate on request, data 
representative of said number of times said multimedia content items are selected, to said 
particular vendor providing said multimedia content.(Column 24, lines 13-29) 

As per claim 9 

Katz ('513) discloses a multimedia transaction processor as claimed in Claim 1, 
Katz ('513) does not explicitly disclose "access processor is operable to receive catalogue 
data representing a list of multimedia material items provided by a vendor divided into 
predetermined categories, said catalogue data being communicated on request to a buyer data 
processing system." Alloul et al. ( c 130) discloses "access processor is operable to receive 
catalogue data representing a list of multimedia material items provided by a vendor divided into 
predetermined categories, said catalogue data being communicated on request to a buyer data 
processing system." (Column 10, lines 41-52). It would be obvious to one having ordinary skill 
in the art at the time the invention was made to combine the Katz ('513) method with the Alloul 
et al. (' 130) method in order to expedite the consumers purchase. 

As per claim 10 

Katz ('513) discloses a multimedia transaction processor as claimed in Claim 1, 
. Katz ('513) does not explicitly disclose "media server is arranged to store data 
representative of advertising material, and said access processor is operable to communicate said 
advertising data to said buyer data processing system in response to said request data" Alloul et 
al. ('130) discloses "media server is arranged to store data representative of advertising material, 
and said access processor is operable to communicate said advertising data to said buyer data 
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processing system in response to said request data." (Column 4, lines 2-8). It would be obvious 
to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to combine the Katz 
('513) method with the Alloul et al. (' 130) method in order to maximize the merchants profit by 
encouraging additional purchases. 

As per claim 1 1 

Katz ('513) discloses a multimedia transaction processor as claimed in Claim 1, 
Katz ('513) does not explicitly disclose "request data comprises at least one data value 
and an indication of which of said types of meta data said data value corresponds, said access 
processor being operable to search said server for said possible multimedia content items by 
searching for values corresponding to said data value for said meta data type corresponding to 
said indication" Alloul et al. ('130) discloses "request data comprises at least one data value and 
an indication of which of said types of meta data said data value corresponds, said access 
processor being operable to search said server for said possible multimedia content items by 
searching for values corresponding to said data value for said meta data type corresponding to 
said indication" (Column 10, lines 41-57; Figure 4). It would be obvious to one having ordinary 
skill in the art at the time the invention was made to combine the Katz ('513) method with the 
Alloul et al. ('130) method in order to expedite the consumers purchase. 

As per claim 12 

Katz ('513) discloses a multimedia transaction processor as claimed in Claim 2, 
Katz ('513) does not explicitly disclose "access processor is operable to generate at least 
one meta data value for at least one meta data type from said request data, and to retrieve said 
possible multimedia content items by searching said server for multimedia content items having 
meta data values corresponding to said at least one generated meta data value" Alloul et al. 
('130) discloses "access processor is operable to generate at least one meta data value for at least 
one meta data type from said request data, and to retrieve said possible multimedia content items 
by searching said server for multimedia content items having meta data values corresponding to 
said at least one generated meta data value" (Column 10, lines 41-57; Figure 4). It would be 
obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to combine the 
Katz ('513) method with the Alloul et al. ('130) method in order to expedite the consumers 
purchase. 

As per claim 13 

Katz ('513) discloses a multimedia transaction processor as claimed in Claim 1, 
Katz ('513) does not explicitly disclose "access processor is operable to compare said 
request data with meta data stored in said server and to retrieve meta data which corresponds 
with said request data, and to operate in combination with said communications processor to 
communicate said retrieved meta data to said buyer data processing systems, said access 
processor being operable to retrieve multimedia content items corresponding to selected 
retrieved meta data received from a buyer user data processing system" Alloul et al. ('130) 
discloses "access processor is operable to compare said request data with meta data stored in said 
server and to retrieve meta data which corresponds with said request data, and to operate in 
combination with said communications processor to communicate said retrieved meta data to 
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said buyer data processing systems, said access processor being operable to retrieve multimedia 
content items corresponding to selected retrieved meta data received from a buyer user data 
processing system" (Column 10, lines 41-57; Figure 4). It would be obvious to one having 
ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to combine the Katz ('513) method 
with the Alloul et al. (' 130) method in order to expedite the consumers purchase. 

As per claim 14 

Katz ('513) discloses a multimedia transaction processor as claimed in Claim 1, 
Katz ('513) does not explicitly disclose "transaction controller includes an account 
management system operable to store data representative of bank accounts of said buyer and said 
vendor, and consequent upon receipt of said selection data, to complete said transaction by 
transferring money to be charged to said bank account of said vendor from the bank account of 
said buyer, said amount of money being determined in dependence upon said pre-stored cost of 
buying said selected multimedia content items." Alloul et al. (' 130) discloses "transaction 
controller includes an account management system operable to store data representative of bank 
accounts of said buyer and said vendor, and consequent upon receipt of said selection data, to 
complete said transaction by transferring money to be charged to said bank account of said 
vendor from the bank account of said buyer, said amount of money being determined in 
dependence upon said pre-stored cost of buying said selected multimedia content items." (Figure 
3). It would be obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made 
to combine the Katz ('513) method with the Alloul et al. (' 130) method in order to allow the 
merchant to realize a profit. 

As per claim 15 

Katz ('513) discloses a multimedia transaction processor as claimed in Claim 1, 
Katz ('513) does not explicitly disclose "multimedia material includes one of data, video 
data, audio data and audio/video data" Alloul et al. ( c 130) discloses "multimedia material 
includes one of data, video data, audio data and audio/video data" (Column 4, lines 2-5). It 
would be obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to 
combine the Katz ('513) method with the Alloul et al. (' 130) method in order to appeal to a 
larger consumer base. 

As per claim 16 

Katz ('513) discloses a multimedia transaction processor as claimed in Claim 1, 
Katz ('513) does not explicitly disclose "a plurality of data processing systems coupled to 
said transaction processor via a data communications network" Alloul et al. ('130) discloses "a 
plurality of data processing systems coupled to said transaction processor via a data 
communications network" (Figure 3). It would be obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art 
at the time the invention was made to combine the Katz ('513) method with the Alloul et al. 
('130) method in order to expedite transactions. 

As per claim 17 

Katz ('513) discloses a multimedia transaction processor as claimed in Claim 1, 
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Katz ('5 13) does not explicitly disclose "data communications network includes the 
Internet" Alloul et al. (' 130) discloses "data communications network includes the Internet" 
(Figure 1). It would be obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to combine the Katz ('5 13) method with the Alloul et al. ('130) method in order to 
expedite transactions. 

As per claim 28 

Katz ('513) discloses a computer program providing computer executable instructions,. 

Katz (' 5 1 3) does not explicitly disclose "when loaded onto a computer configures the 
computer to operate as a multimedia transaction processor as claimed in Claim 1" Alloul et al. 
('130) discloses "when loaded onto a computer configures the computer to operate as a 
multimedia transaction processor as claimed in Claim 1" (Figure 3). It would be obvious to one 
having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to combine the Katz ('513) 
method with the Alloul et al. ('130) method in order to expedite transactions. 



Claims 18, 19,29,35,and 39 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Alloul et al. (US Patent 6,032,130) in view of Katz (US Patent No 6,055,513). 

As per claim 18 

Alloul et al ('130) discloses a method of vending multimedia material, said method 
comprising the steps of 

identifying said multimedia material to be sold,(Figure 3) 

generating metadata describing the content of said multimedia material(Column 5, lines 

27-45) 

generating data representing a predetermined price for the sale of said multimedia 
material,(Column 5 , lines 11-17) 

associating data representative of the owner of said multimedia material, with said 
multimedia material and said meta data,(Figure 3) 

arranging for said multimedia material, said meta data, said ownership data and said 
predetermined price for sale to be ingested by a media server of a multimedia transaction 
processor (figure 3), 

providing a facility for said buyers to preview said multimedia material, to select desired 
items of multimedia material and to complete a transaction for said selected multimedia material 
items using said transaction account,(Figure 2) 

arranging for said vendor to communicate said selected multimedia material items to said 
buyers.(Figure 2) 

Alloul et al. ('130) does not explicitly disclose "arranging for buyers to establish a 
transaction account" Katz ('513) discloses "arranging for buyers to establish a transaction 
account"(Figure 6). It would be obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to combine the Alloul et al. ('130) method with the Katz ('513) method in 
order to expedite transactions. 



As per claim 19 



Application/Control Number: 1 0/006, 1 98 Page 8 

Art Unit: 3621 



Alloul et al (' 130) discloses a method of buying multimedia material using a transaction 
processor having a media server operable to store multimedia material from at least one vendor, 
meta data representing the content of the multimedia material and data identifying the vendor 
providing the multimedia material, said meta data and said identifying data being stored in 
association with said multimedia material, a communications processor connectable, via a 
communications link, to one or more data processing systems and operable to receive, via said 
communications link, from one of said data processing systems data indicative of a request for 
multimedia content from a buyer, an access processor operable to retrieve from said server 
possible multimedia material content items corresponding to said requested multimedia content 
by generating meta data from said data requesting said multimedia content and comparing said 
generated meta data with the meta data stored in association with said multimedia material, and 
from the comparison retrieving said possible multimedia content items from said server, and to 
communicate to the buyer data processing system data representative of said possible multimedia 
content items, and a transaction controller operable, in response to selection data representative 
of a selection of at least one of said possible multimedia content items from said buyer, to 
communicate to said vendor identified by said stored identification, data ordering said selected 
multimedia content items, and to complete a sales transaction for the selected multimedia 
material with the buyer, said method comprising the steps of 

communicating data representative of a request for a desired multimedia material item to 
said transaction processor via a data communications network,(Figure 3) receiving possible 
multimedia material items from said transaction processor, - previewing said possible 
multimedia material items,(Figure 3) 

selecting desired multimedia items,(Figure 3) 
communicating data representative of said selection to said transaction processor, completing a 
transaction for the purchase of said selected multimedia material items,(Figure 3) 

arranging for the owner of said multimedia material to communicate said selected 
material items to said buyer.(Figure 3) 

Alloul et al. ('130) does not explicitly disclose "establishing an account with the account 
management system of said multimedia, transaction processor" Katz ('513) discloses 
"establishing an account with the account management system of said multimedia, transaction 
processor"(Figure 6). It would be obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to combine the Alloul et al. ('130) method with the Katz ('513) method in 
order to expedite transactions. 

As per claim 29 

Alloul et al ('130) discloses a computer program providing computer executable 
instructions, 

, which when loaded on to a computer causes the computer to perform the method 
according to Claim 18.(Figure 3) 

As per claim 35 

Alloul et al ('130) discloses a computer program providing computer executable 
instructions, 
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which when loaded on to a computer causes the computer to perform the method 
according to Claim 19.(Figure 3) 

As per claim 39 

Alloul et al (' 130) discloses a computer program product having a computer readable 
medium recorded thereon information signals representative of the computer program claimed in 
Claim 35. (Figure 3) 

Claims 20- 28,36-38,40 and 41- are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Alloul et al. (US Patent 6,032,130). 

As per claim 20 

Alloul et al. (' 130) discloses a multimedia transaction processor comprising: 
a media storage server storing a plurality of media items and data representative of one 
or more respective proprietors of rights relating to each item; a data communications link; one or 
more user data processing systems connectable via the data link to the media storage server, each 
user data processing system having means for identifying, to the media server, a user of that data 
processing system and to communicate request data to the media storage server representative of 
a request to transfer selected multimedia items stored in said media storage server to the 
requesting user data processing system, wherein said media storage server is operable, in 
response to saidrequest data to transfer a multimedia item, to compare the identity of the 
requesting user with the proprietors of rights relating to the requested media item and, in the 
event that the user of the data processing system is not the proprietor of rights relating to the 
requested media item, to generate charging information relating to a charge to that user for 
transfer of the requested multimedia item.(Figure 3) 

As per claim 21 

- Alloul et al. (' 1 30) discloses a transaction processor as claimed in Claim 20, 
the multimedia items are audio/video or image media items (Column 4, lines 2-5). 

As per claim 22 

Alloul et al. (' 130) discloses a transaction processor as claimed in Claim 20, 
wherein said media storage server is operable to maintain a copy of the requested media 
item at the storage server when a transfer to a user data processing system is made.(Figure 3) 

As per claim 23 

Alloul et al. ('130) discloses a transaction processor as claimed in Claim 20, 
wherein the media storage server is operable to transfer the requested media item 

irrespective of the identity of the user of the client data processing system issuing the 

request.(Figure 3) 

As per claim 24 

Alloul et al. ('130) discloses a transaction processor as claimed in Claim 20, 

wherein said media storage server is operable to store data representing a list of users to 
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which transfers of the media items are authorised, the storage server not transferring a media 
item to a user if that user does not appear on the list of authorised users for that media 
item.(Figure 3) 

As per claim 25 

Alloul et al ('130) discloses a media storage server for storing a plurality of media items 
and ownership data representative of one or more respective proprietors of rights relating to each 
item, and charging data representative of the cost of selling said media items; 

. said media storage server being connectable via a data communications link to one or 
more user data processing system, each user data processing system having means for 
identifying, to the storage server, a user of that data processing system and to communicate 
request data representative of a request to transfer media items held at the storage server to that 
user data processing system; said media storage server being operable, in response to a request 
from a user data processing system to transfer a media item, to compare the identity of the user 
of that user data processing system with the proprietors of rights relating to the requested media 
item and. in the event that the user of the data processing system is not the proprietor of rights 
relating to the requested media item, to generate charging information from said charging data 
relating to a charge to that user for transfer of the requested media item.(Figure 3) 

As per claim 26 

Alloul et al ('130) discloses a method of media storage and retrieval, the method 
comprising the steps of 

storing, at a media storage server, a plurality of media items, data representing one or 
more respective proprietors of rights relating to each item and charging data representative of the 
cost of selling said media items; connecting a user data processing system to the storage server 
via a data communications link; the user data processing system identifying, to the storage 
server, a user of that user data processing system; the user data processing system issuing 
requests to the storage server to transfer media items held at the storage server to that user data 
processing system; the media storage server, in response to request data representative of a 
request for multimedia material from a user data processing system to transfer a media item, 
comparing the identity of the requesting user data processing system with the proprietors of 
rights relating to the requested media item and, in the event that the requesting user data 
processing system is not the proprietor of rights relating to the requested media item, generating 
charging from the charging data information relating to a charge to that user for transfer of the 
requested media item.(Figure 3) 

As per claim 27 

Alloul et al (' 130) discloses a method of operation of a media system, the method 
comprising the steps of: 

storing a plurality of media items and data representative of one or more respective 
proprietors of rights relating to each item; connecting to a user data processing system via a data 
communications link; receiving from the user data processing system data identifying, to the 
storage server, the requesting user data processing system; receiving from the requesting user 
data processing system request data representative of a request to transfer multimedia data items 
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from the media storage server to that user data processing system; in response to a request from a 
user data processing system to transfer a media item, comparing the identity of the requesting 
user data processing system with the proprietors of rights relating to the requested media item 
and, in the event that the requesting user data processing system is not the proprietor of rights 
relating to the requested media item, generating charging information from said charging data 
relating to a charge to that user for transfer of the requested media item.(Figure 3) 

As per claim 30 

Alloul et al ('130) discloses a computer program providing computer executable 
instructions, 

which when loaded on to a computer causes the computer to perform the method 
according to Claim 28. (Figure 3) 

As per claim 36 

Alloul et al ('130) discloses a computer program providing computer executable 
instructions, 

which when loaded on to a computer causes the computer to perform the method 
according to Claim 269.(Figure 3) 

As per claim 37 

Alloul et al ('130) discloses a computer program providing computer executable 
instructions, 

which when loaded on to a computer causes the computer to perform the method 
according to Claim 27.(Figure 3) 

As per claim 38 

Alloul et al ( 6 130) discloses a computer program product having a computer readable 
medium recorded thereon information signals representative of the computer program claimed in 
Claim 29.(Figure 3) . 

As per claim 40 

Alloul et al ('130) discloses a computer program product having a computer readable 
medium recorded thereon information signals representative of the computer program claimed in 
Claim 36.(Figure 3) 

As per claim 41 

Alloul et al ('130) discloses a computer program product having a computer readable 
medium recorded thereon information signals representative of the computer program claimed in 
Claim 37.(Figure 3) 

Conclusion 

Examiners note: Examiner has cited particular columns and line numbers in the 
references as applied to the claims above for the convenience of the applicant. Although the 
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specified citations are representative of the teachings of the art and are applied to the specific 
limitations within the individual claim, other passages and figures may apply as well. It is 
respectfully requested from the applicant in preparing responses, to fully consider the references 
in entirety as potentially teaching all or part of the claimed invention, as well as the context of 
the passage as taught by the prior art or disclosed by the examiner. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to John M Winter whose telephone number is (703) 305-3971 . The 
examiner can normally be reached on M-F 8:30-6, 1st Fridays off. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, James P Trammell can be reached on (703)305-9768. The fax phone numbers for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned are (703) 305-7687 for regular 
communications and (703) 305-7687 for After Final communications. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 308-1 113. 



February 22, 2004 
JMW 



